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A Blast from the Past on the Fairway 

I recently embarked on a nostalgic journey, one that transported me back to the days of 
my youth. Clutching a set of golf clubs given to me by my university colleagues from 
Wollongong University 42 years ago, I stepped onto the golf course. These clubs, 
emblazoned with the iconic Greg Norman logo, were the envy of many in their prime. 
Yet, as I prepared to tee off, I couldn't help but notice the glaring differences between 



my cherished relics and the modern marvels my fellow golfers wielded. It was a 
revelation that led me to a profound realisation: the evolution of golf technology 
strikingly mirrors the transformation of educational methods over the years. 

  
The Evolution of Golf Technology: A Leap into the Future 

As I surveyed the golf course, the advancements in technology were unmistakable. The 
driver heads, now twice the size of my vintage ones, the softer Titleist golf balls 
designed to travel further with less effort, and the resistance to slicing and fading were 
a significant advancement on my Hot Dots – all spoke of a game that had embraced 
change wholeheartedly. And then there were the golf carts, no longer mere vehicles, 
but equipped with technology providing yardage, course layout, and flag positions. 
While the essence and the joy of the game – hitting the ball down the fairway and 
sinking it into the hole – remained unchanged, the experience had been transformed. 

  
The Power of Collaboration: 4-Ball Best Ball on the Course 

This particular day was more enlightening as I engaged in a 4-ball best ball match. This 
format allowed each player, regardless of skill level, to contribute to the team's 
success. It fostered a spirit of collaboration and connection, enhancing the enjoyment 
and overall outcome of the game. It was a reminder that success is often sweeter when 
shared and that every individual, regardless of their role or ability, can contribute 
significantly to a collective goal. 

  
Parallel Changes in Education: A Digital and Collaborative Revolution 

This revelation on the golf course led me to ponder the parallels with the world of 
education. Much like my old golf clubs, the traditional tools of education – chalkboards, 
textbooks, and rote learning methods – have given way to a new era. Whiteboards, 
digital resources, online learning platforms, and educational apps now dominate the 
landscape. Traditional, solitary learning methods have shifted towards more 
collaborative and interactive approaches. This shift from teacher-centred methods to 
student-centred, interactive learning experiences mirrors the transformation I 
observed in golf. Just like in 4-ball best ball, each player can contribute their unique 
strengths, making the learning experience richer and more effective for all. 

  
Challenges and Adaptations: Embracing the New Era 

Adapting to new methods and technologies, both in golf and education, can be 
challenging. In classrooms, teachers and students alike grapple with the tension of 
technological change. The learning curve is steep, and the fear of being left behind is 
real. However, these changes also open doors to new ways of collaboration and 
learning. They encourage us to grow and adapt, embracing the collective journey of 
progress. 



  
The Essence Remains the Same: Core Principles Endure 

Despite these sweeping changes, the core essence of both golf and education remains 
untouched. In golf, the ultimate goal is still to play the course with skill and precision, 
and in education, it's about imparting knowledge, skills & values and fostering real 
world application & understanding. The joy of hitting the perfect shot or the thrill of a 
student's eureka learning moment transcends technological boundaries. 

  
Embracing Change, Honouring the Past, and Valuing Collaboration 

Reflecting on my day with my vintage clubs, I recognised the importance of embracing 
new technologies and methods while valuing the past. Both in golf and education, 
progress is not just about individual achievements but also about collaboration and 
shared success. We stand on the shoulders of the past as we embrace the future, it's a 
lesson I learned not just in the classroom or on the fairway, but in the transdisciplinary 
paths of progress in all aspects of life. 
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